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refined and sublimated their natures and all unconsciously grew sweet 
and fragrant with, the odor of saintly life." The real glory of the 
Quaker movement the author takes to be that "leveling up of an 
entire community." Messages of spiritual power were brought on meet- 
ing-days by fanners with rough hands that had just let go of the plow- 
handle; women with but little chance at culture, by some subtle spirit- 
ual alchemy, were transformed into saintliness. The movement was a 
real experiment in the priesthood of believers, the forerunner of one of 
the great spiritualistic forces of our country — the unordained lay min- 
istry. 

If the Quaker movement developed saints in a rough pioneer com- 
munity, it also developed some of the hardiest and stanchest martyrs 
known to history. Indeed, the early history of Quakerdom is a recital 
of adventure, dauntless acceptance of cruelty in the cause of conversion, 
rarely equaled. 

The more limited subject of this book makes it less generally appealing 
than the Studies in Mystical Religion, but to those interested in the 
early religious history of our country and in the course of Quakerism 
it is an invaluable study. 



The Soul of an Indian. By Charles A. Eastman. New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Company. 

In these latter days, when circus-poster adjectives in huge type are 
lavishly plastered over advertising pages which announce juvenile ex- 
periments at story-writing as " Great Novels," which characterize 
swashbuckling valentines in cloth covers as worthy successors to the 
works of Dumas, which hail as epoch-making dramas crude, undeveloped 
playlets such as draw tears of pity from the judicious — in these latter 
days of bargain-counter " literature " it behooves one to be careful in 
calling attention to a new book that is written and published with 
serious intent. 

Bearing this in mind, therefore, it may be said deliberately that in his 
latest volume, The Soul of An Indian, Dr. Charles A. Eastman has ac- 
complished successfully the most remarkable study of his own people — 
the North American Indians — that has ever been published anywhere, 
at any time. It is more than a study; it is an interpretation of Indian 
life, habits, customs, before the Indian came in contact with the whites; 
it is a revelation of the spiritual life of the Indian, as he was originally, 
which shows him in constant effort to " walk with God," as truly, in his 
own way, as the ancient Hebrews tried to "walk with God" in their 
way. There are differences, of course; the Indian, for example, spoke 
of the Creative Power of the Universe as " the Great Mystery." So won- 
derful, so sacred, so infinite, was the Great Mystery, that the Indian, 
with innate wisdom, never tried to define it, even to understand it, 
knowing far better than some of his white brethren the limits of human 
understanding. 

The foundation of the Indian's entire life was his belief in, his wor- 
ship of, the Great Mystery, which pervaded the world, whispering mes- 
sages of peace, comfort, courage, in the rustling of leaves in tall tree- 
tops, singing joyously in €he music of waterfall and rushing brook, 
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uttering warning notes in storm and tempest. From babyhood the 
Indian mother taught her child to listen to the Voice of the Great 
Mystery, to learn therefrom the lesson of silent reflection, of self-con- 
trol in everything, and to pray at all times, especially when in doubt 
or trouble; prayers which were not spoken aloud, but which were felt in 
the heart and expressed outwardly by attitude alone. 

How this dependence upon the Great Mystery became to the Indian 
a very real part of his entire life is explained by the author. It was 
present in childhood, in youth, in marriage, in the hunt, and in the 
occasional wars. The physical training of young braves, the care with 
which maidens were guarded, the systematic, enlightened, successful 
training which resulted in subordinating the body to the soul are told 
so directly, so simply, so thoroughly as to carry conviction to the reader. 

It appears from this book that while the Indian accepted without 
question the reality of the Great Mystery, he had no accompanying 
theological beliefs, no Christianity as taught by the Churches, no Bud- 
dhism, no Mohammedanism or Confucianism. He was a child of Nature; 
and to him Nature and God were synonymous, identical. 

None but an Indian could have written this book; and Dr. Eastman, 
besides being an Indian chief (Ohiyesa, is his real name, meaning "the 
winner"), possesses collegiate and university training of high order. It 
is a page of human history possessing telescopic power of revelation. 
Nothing like it has ever been written. In all probability no other man 
could have written it, and logically no other man in future could write 
it — for the Indian of Ohiyesa's childhood and youth has wholly vanished 
from the stage of human life, never to return. 

In addition to its value to history in general, to ethnology in particu- 
lar, The Soul of An Indian is written with poetic beauty far more true 
and sincere than if it resulted from studied effort. This little book, 
published by Houghton Mifflin Company, can claim a place among 
the few volumes which thoughtful men and women set apart from 
others to cherish and reread, from time to time, as a source of lasting 
inspiration. 



